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ARTICLES 


To be inquired of by the (/hurch-wardens and 


Gyorne-men, in the ordinarie viſitacion of the Renuerend Father 
in God, LANCELOT Lord Biſhop of ELLE, 
within the Djoceſle of Elie, 
Am, 1613 


AT CAMBRIDGE | 
Printed by Cantrell Legge. 
1613, 


Thetenor of the Oath of the Church- 


wardens and ſworne-men. 


Y O# ſhall ſweare, that upon dne conſideration of theſe Articles ginen 
you ins charge, you ſhall preſent euery ſuch perſon of or within your Pariſh, 
as you ſhall know to hane committed any offence , or omitted any datie men- 
tioned im any of theſe Articles, or which are publikely defamed, or vehemently 


fuſpefted of any ſuch offence or negligence, So helpe you God by the contents 
of his holy Gofpell, 


eArticles, 


Touching the Church, 
22.5 RBETHER is your Church or Chappell, wit}: 
Tio ) 55 the Channcell thereof, and cuery part of either of 
{o{/Z- them, well and ſufficiently repaired, the windowes 
S ,< well glaſcd, the floares paued plaine and cucn, 
£1) J-=—* | : 

74 :, without duſt, or any thing noiſfome or vnſcemely ? 
key 2, Whether is your Churchyard well fenced 

\{Oa eawith walles, rayles, palcs, as hath beene accuſte- 
VSZ3N/E25 YU med: if not, hoſe default is it? 
3. Whether hath there beene any ftightivg, chiding, brawling, or 
quarrelling , any plaies, feaſts, remporall Courts or Leets, lay Iurics, 
muſters, or other prophane vſage in your Church or Churchyard: any 
bels fuperſtitiouſly rung on holy Gayes or their Eues, or at any other 
time, without good cauſe allowed by the Miniſter and Churchwardens: 
hauc any trees beenefelled in your churchyard,and by whom? | 

4. Whether is the mavſion houſe of your Parſon, Vicar, or Curate, 
with all the buildings therunto belonging, your Pariſh Almes-houſe,and 
church houſe ſufficiently repaired , maintained, and to godly and their 
right vies employed? 

5. Whether haue you in your church the Bible in the largeſt volumie, 
the booke of common prayer lately authoriſed by his Maicſtie, the book's 
of Homilies allowed , the rewo Pfalters,a convenient pulpit for the prea- 
ching,a decent ſeat for the miniſter to ſay ſernice in conueniently placed, 
a ſtrong cbeſt with an hole in the lidde,and three locks and keies,one for 
the Miniſter, the other for the Churchwardens, for the Almes ofthe 
poore, and the keeping of the Regiſter booke of the Chriſtenings,mari- 
ages,and burials? 

6. Whether haue you in your Church a Font of tone for Faptiſme, 
fer inthe auncient vſuall place, a decent table for the Communion con- 
ucniently placed, couered with filke or other decent ſtufte in time of di- 


vine {cruice, and with a faire linen cloath ouer that at the adniniftration 


of che Communion? 

7. Whether hane vou all ſuch bells, ornaments, and other vtenſils as 
hauc aunciently belonged to your Church, a communion cup of {:]ucr 
with a couer,a faire ſtanding pot or ſtoope of pewter or purer mettall, 


for the wine vpon the communion table, a comely ſurpleſie with ſiccucs, 


a Regiſter booke of parchment for chriſtenings, marriages, and buri- 
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2\s, a booke ſor the name of all ttrange preachers, ſubſcribed with their 
names, and the name of the Biſhop or others where they had licence? 

Q, Whether is vour almes for your poore quarterly at the leaſt diftri- 
buted by you i'.c church-wardens and the Miniſter in the preſence of 
fixe ot the chicfe Pariſhioners to your poore? And are weekely the 
namss and ſurnames of all perſons married, chriftencd, and buried , and 
ofrchcir Parents, with the day and yearc, entred in your ſaid parehnient 

:ooke, and is cucry leafe becing full, ſubſcribed by you the Minifter and 
churchwardens ? 

9. Wherher are the tenne commandements ſet vp in the eaſt ende of 
the church, and ocher choſen ſentences of holy Scripture vpon the wais 
in conucnicnt places: are all your ſeates in your church in good repaire, 
cleanly kept,conucniently placed, and the Pariſhioners in them, or elſc- 
where orderly ſet, andis there no contention or ftriuing tor any ſeat or 
place among rnem ? 

Touching the Miniſtrie, Sernice, and Sacraments. 


\VAYE Hethcr is the common praver ſaid or ſung by your Miniſter 


both morning & cuening diſtinctly & reucrently, cuery Son- 


| Gay and holy-day and on their Eues, and at conuenient and vſual] times 


of thoſe dayes, and in moſt conucnicnt place of rhe church for the edi- 
tying of the people? 

2, Whether doth your Miniſter obſerue the orders, rites, and cere- 
monies preſcribed in the booke of common prayer, in reading the holy 
Scriptures, prayers,and adminiſtration of the Sacraments, without dimi.- 
mining, in regard of preaching or any other reipect,or adding any thing 
19 the matter or forme thercof? 

3. Whether doth your Miniftcr on wednefſdayes and fridajes, not 
being holydaics,at the accuſtomed houres of ſeruice reſort to the church 
and fay the Letanie prefcribed,and doth your clarke or ſexton give war- 
aing before by tolling of a bell on thoſe dayes ? 

4. Whether doth your Miniſter as oit as he adminiſtreth the com- 
munion, firſt recciue it hirnſelfe, Whether doth he yſe any bread or wine 
newly brought, before the words of inſtitution be rehearſed, and the 
bread and wine preſent on the table, doth he not deliver the bread and: 
vine to cucrie communicant ſcuerally ? 

5. Whether goth your Miniſter giue warning publikly in the church 
at morning prayer the Sonday before hee adminiſtreth the communion 
tor rhe better preparation of the pariſhioners ? 

6, Whether hath your Miniſter admitted to the conmunion any 

Notolle 


£1 


ARTICLES, 


notorious ſinner openly knowne or defamed, orany who hath openty 
and maliciouſly contended with his Neighbour, before repentance and 
reconciliation made and done by appointment of the Ordinarie? 

_ 7. Whether hath your Miniſter admitted ro the communion any 
church-warden or Side-man, who bath wittivgly and willingly neg- 
lected, contrarie to his oath, to preſent any publike oftence or {candall, 
beeing mooued to preſent cither by ſome of his neighbours, the Mini-- 
er, or his Ordinaric? 

8. Whether hath your Minifter adminiſtred the Communion to any 
but ſuch as kneele,or doe any refuſe to kneele : hath he 2dminiffred ro a- 
ny who refuſeth ro be preſent at Publike praycr : or who hath depra- 
ucd the Booke of common prayer, adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ments, or the Rites and Ceremonies preſcribed, or the Articles of Reli- 
gion agreed vpon, or the Booke of ordering Preiſts and Biſhops; or 
againſt his maie(ties Supremacie ; or haue any becne for theſe cautes re- 
pelled,and hauec they repented in writing,or otherwiſe, and whar be their 


names ? | 
9. Whether hath your Miniſter more Bencfices then one, if he haue, 


how farre diſtant are they, how often is heabſentin the yeare : when he 
is abſent, hath he an allowed preacher for his Curate ? 

10, Whether 1s your Miniſter an allowed Preacher,if he be, doth ke 
euery Sunday in your church, or ſome other neere adioyning, where no 
Preacher is,preach one Sermon eucry Sunday 2 _ 

ir. Whether doth your Minifter bceing'no Preacher allowed, pre. 
{ume to expound the Scriprure in his owne Cure, orelſe where doth he 

rocure euery moneth a Sermon to be preached in his cure by Preachers 
lawfully licenfed,and on cucry Sunday when there is no icrmon,doth he 
or his Curate read ſome one of the Homilies preſcribed ? 

12, Whether is your Curate allowed by the Ordinatic, vnder bis 
hand and ſeale, to feruc tor your cure, and whether doth he jerue two 
churches or chappels in one day? 

1}. Whether doth your Miniiter in ſaving the publike prayers, and 
adminiſtring the Sacraments, weare a decent ſurplefte with ileenes, and 
beeing a graduate, doth he weare therewitha hood, by the order of the 
Vniuerſities,agreeable to his degree ? 

I4, Whether hath your Miniſter. or any other Preacher in your 
church,preached any thing to confute and impugne any Doctrine delt- 
nered by any other Preacher, and hath he and they praied for C: 


nritts 
catholike church,as is preſcribed vy the canon ? 
; | A 3 15, Whe- 
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15. Whether bath or doth any preach in your church, which refuſeth 
:0 conforme hiniſelfe to the Laues, Rites, and ordinances eſtabliſhed,or 
which hach not firſt ſhewed a ſufficient licence ? 

16, Whether doth your Miniſter in his ſermons, foure times in the 
vearc at the leait,teach and declare the Kings Maiefties power within his 
Realmesto be the higheſt power vnder God, to whom, all within the 
fame owe molt loyaltic and obedience,and that all forraine power is iuſt- 
ly taken away ? | | g 

17. Whether doth your Miniſter euery ſunday and Holyday, halfe 
an houre before eucning prayer or more, examine and inſtruct the youth 
in the ten commangements, the Beleete, the Lords prayer, and the cate - 
cl:iſmc ſet forth in the Booke of common Prayer ? 

18. Whether hath your Miniſter maried any which haue not bin three 
ſcucrall Sundayesor Holidayes asked in your Churchin the time of Di- 
vine {cruice, without licence, and bath he with licence or without marri= 
edany, wherot ncither dwelt in your Pariſh,or with any licence but on- 
iv from the Biſhop of Elie,or his Chancellers, or from his grace of Can- 
terbury ? 

19, Whether hath your Minifter with licence or without, married a- 
ny ar any other times then betweene the houres of Eight and Twelue in 
the fore-noone, or in any priuate houſe, or whenthere is no licence,be- 
fore their Parents and Goucrnours (the partics beeing vnderthe age of 
21, yearcs) have teſtified their conſents ? 

20, Whether doth your Miniſter declare to the people euery Sunday 
atthe time appointed, what Holydates and faſting-dayes be the weeke 
following? doth he beceing a Preacher, conterre with all Recuſants and 
perſons Excommunicate or ſuſpended? beeing no Preacher,doth he pro- 
curc a {ufhicient Preacher to reclaime them thereby? 

21, Whcther doth your Miniſter kcepe a Note of all perſons excom- 

wnicate, and once euerv ſixe moneths doth be denounce them which 
haue not obtained their abſolution, on ſome Sunday in ſeruice time, that 
otters may be admoniſhed to refraine their company? 

- 22, Whether doth your Miniſter hauing norice given him, diligently 
vitit the ficke{ rhe Diſeaſe not becing infectious, doth he inſtruct and 
comfort them, doth he then moone them to make their Teſtaments, and 
remember the poore, and other workes of charitie, and the paſſing Bcll 
tolling, doth he then negle& his laſt dutie? 

23. Whether hath your Miniſter refuſed to baptize avy Childe 
Sroughtto the Church ypon any Sunday or holiday, or to burie any 
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ARTICLES, 


Corps brought into the Church or churchyard,or to church avy women 
hauing had conuecnient warning thereof? 

24. Whether hath your Miniſter beeing truely enformed of the dan= 
erof death of any Infant vobaptized, and becing dehred to goe to the 
lace where the child is, to baptize it, neglected ro goe, by meancs 

whereof the child dicd vnbaprized ? 

25, Whether doth your Miniſter at any time preach or adminiſter the 
Communion in any priuate houle, except when any arc fo impotent thar 
they cannot goe to Church,or verie dangerouſly {icke ? 

26, Whether hath your Miniſter held or appointed any publik faſt,or 
beene preſent at ſuch, doth he or any other in your Pariſh hold any lcc- 
ture or exerciſe, or attempt by faſting or prayer, or otherwiſe, to caſt out 
any Deuills, without the licence of the Biſhop vnder his hand and 
feale ? 

27. Whether hath there beene any fecret conuenticles or meetings 
in your pariſh by any Prieſt, Miniſters, or others, tending to the depra- 
uing of rhe forme of prayer, doctrine,gouernment of rhe Church? 

28, Whether doth your Miniſter in his journey, weare acloake with 
ſleeues called a preiftts cloake,wirthout gards,welts,long buttons,or.cuts? 

29. Whether doth your Miniſter weare a wrought night-cap abroad, 
or apeccadilly, with a broad falling band, or doth hee weare any cut or 
pinckt apparel], doth he in publike goe in his Dublet and Hoſe, withour 
a coat or caſſocke, and doth be weare any light coloured Rockings? 

30, Whether doth your Miniſter refort to avy Taverns or Ale-hoy- 
ſes, except for his honeſt neceſſities, or doth hee boord or lodge in any 
ſuch place, doth he yſe any baſe or {eruile labour, drinking, ryot, dicc, 
cards, tables, or any other vnlawtull games ? is he contentious, a nunter, 
hawker, ſwearer,dauncer,{ujpected of incontincncic,or giue cuill exam- 
ple of lite? 

31. Whether is therein your pariſh any Miniſter or Deacon, wha 
hath forſaken his calling, vſing himſelfe in his courſe of life as a gentle- 
man or other lay man ? 

Toncning Schoole-maſters, 
V 7 Aether haue you in your Pariſh any Schoole-matter, who teacheth 
cither in publike Schoo!e,or priuate houſe, doth he giuc any evil 

example of life,is he allowed by the Ordcinarie, or doth your Miniſter or 

Curate teach, and is he allowed in like manner? 
2. Whether doth your Miniſter or Schoolemaſter, who teacheth, 
reach the catechiſine by authoricic ſer forth, doth he when there is any 
SET Ot 
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ARTICLES. 


(crimnon or diuine ſernice,bring bis Schollers to church, & ſce the quictly 
1d ſoberly ordered, doch he examine them after their returne what they 
Wanclearnced of thetermon? 

2, Whether dothi he at other times teach them ſuch ſentences of holy 


0 


7 torib by King Hezriethe eight, continued by King Edward the (xt, 
and Quecne Elizabeth ? 

4. Whether kath he ſpoken, writ,or taught againſt any thing where- 
rnto he formerly ſubſcribed, as the Kings tupremacic,the Articles of re- 
gion, Booke of common prayer,or any thing therein contained? 

Touching the Pariſh Clarke and Sexton, 
\ Herher haue you a Parith Clarke ſufficient for his place, of the age 
of 20, ycares at the leaſt, is he of honeſt conuerſation,can he read, 
write, and 1ng,is he ailigent in his ofhice,and ſcruiceable tohis Miniſter, 
and not giucn to oucrmuch drinke ? 

2. Whether doth your Clarke meddle withany thing aboue his Of- 
i:cc, as churching of women, burying ot the dead,reading of Prayers,or 
ſuch like ? | 

3. Whether doth your Clarke or Sexton,keep your church cleane,the 
doors fatc locked,is any thing by his default loſt or ſpoiled in the church, 
doth he ſuffer vnlcaſonableringing, or any prophane exerciſe in your 
Church ? | 

4. Whether doth your Clarke or Sexton, when one is paſſing out of 
this life, neglect ro toll a Bell hauing notice thereof;or the partic beeing 
dead, doth he ſuffer any more then one ſhort peale,and before his buriall 
one, and after the {ame another ? | 

5. Wanether doth any of your Pariſh, refuſe topay vnto the Pariſh 
Clarke or Sexton ſuch wages as are vnto them due, and baue been accu- 
ſtomably paid? 


Scripture as may induce them to godlinefle,doth he reach the Grammar 


Tonciing Pariſhioners, 
\ Hether hath any in your Pariſh ſpoken againſt, or any way impugs 
ned the Kings Maicſties ſupremacie in cauſes Ecclefraſticall, the 
Truth and Doctrine of the Church of England, the forme of Gods wor- 
ſhip contained in the booke of common praier,and adminiftration ofthe 
Sacraments? 

2. Whetherhath any in your Pariſh ſpoken againſt or impugned the 
Articles of religion agreed ypon in A#,1602, the Rites,and ceremonies 
eſtabliſhed in the Church, the gouernment by Archbiſhops , Biſhops, 
Deanes, Archdeacons,and others that beare office jn the ſame? 

3. Whe- 


ARTICLES, 


2, Whether haue any in your pariſh ſpoken againſt or impugned the 
forme of making and conſecrating Biſhops, Pricſts, or Deacons, or 
hauc any ſeparared themſelues from the fſocictie of the congiceation, 
and combined inanewe Protherhood, or depraucd the Synod lately 


held by the Kings authoririe ? 
. Whether hath any in your pariſh; maintained or defended any 


ſich Miniſters or Schoolematters as reſuſe to ſubſcribe to the order 5: 


the Church, hauec they afhirmed thar ſuch Miniſters, and their adherents 
may make rules and orders in cauſes Ecclehaſticali, without the Kings 
authoritie 7 | 

. Whether doth any in your pariſh pom Violate, or miſpend 
the Sabbath, or holy daie,or any part of them, vſing any offenſive con- 
uer{ation, or worldly labour in thoſe dayes, or any of them? 

6. Whether hath any in your Pariſh in che time of divine ſeruice co- 
uered his head, albeic he hath an infirmitie, in which caſc a cap or night- 
quoife is allowed, or is there any who hath not reuerently kneeled when 
the gencrall confeſſion, Letanie, and other pravers are rcad, and whic!: 
haue not ſtood vp at the ſaying of the beleefe ? 

7. Whether hath any in your Pariſh diſturbed the ſcruice or Sermon 
by walking, talking, or any other way, or departed out of the church 
during the ſeruice or Sermon without ſome yrgent cauſe, or loitercd a- 
bout the church or church porch? 

8, Whether doth all pariſhioners receive the holy communion thriſe 
euery yeare atthe leaſt, whereof the feaſt of Eaſter to be one, and hauc 
all becing of the age of 16, yeares, dulic recciued, or not? 

9. Whether hath any Parent beene vrged to be preſent or admitted 
to anſweare as Godtather for his owne childe, or hath any Godfather or 
Godmother made any other anſwer or ſpeech then is preſcribed by the 
Booke, or haue any beene admitted for ſuch at Baptitme,who haue not 
firſt receiued the communion ? 

10, Whether doc all Fathers, Mothers, maſters, miſtrifſes come, and 
cauſe their children, ſeruants, & apprentiſes to come duelyto the church, 
and according to the miniſters direction to be inftructed and catechiſed, 
or who be they that haue not obeyed the miniſter herein? 

11. Whether have any perſons married together within the degrees 
of conſanguinitie or affinitie prohibited, ſet forth in atable, appointed 
to beplacedin every church, or haue any married or contraQted then: 
{elues vnder the age of 21. yeares, without the conſent of their Pazents 


or Gouernours, 1{thejr Parents be dead? TIER: 
B x I 2. \WVhe- 
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12. Whether haue anv perſons, once lawfully married,forſaken each 
>ther, or doc liuc afunder without the authoritie of the Ordinarie, or 
doe any beeing dinorſed or ſeparated, marrie againe,the former wife or 
husvband yer living? 

13, Whether haue any beene married inthe times wherein marriage 
is by law reſtrained, ithout lawfull licence, viz, fromthe Saturday next 
before Advent Sunday, vntill the Fourteenth of Tanuarie : and from the 
Saturday next before Septuageſima Sunday, vnill the Monday next after 
low Sunday: and from the Sunday before the Rogation wecke,vntil Tri- 
nitic Sunday ? | 

x4. Whether hath any of your Pariſh voreuerZtly vſcd your Miniſter, 
or haue any laid violent hands vpon him, or diſgraced his Office and cal- 
ling, by word or deed? 

15 Whether haue youin your Pariſh any dweller or ſojournour, a 
maintainer of Popiſh Doctrinc, or ſuſpeRed to keepe ſciſmaticall books, 
or to fatour any herefie or errour ? 

16, Whether haue you any common reſorters to your Church,which 
arc nor of your pariſh, or doe any ſuch receiue the Communion amongſt 
you : what be their names,and of what pariſhes are they ? 

17. Whether have any in the time of ſeruice opened their ſhops, cx- 
erciſed their trade,vſed any gaming, beene 1n any Tauerne, or Alchouſc, 
or otherwiſe ill inployed ? 

18, Whether are there in your pariſh any Adultcrers, Fornicators, 
:nceftuous perſons, bawdes, recetucrs, clole fauourers, conueyers a- 
way, or which ſuffer to depart any incontinent perſon vnpuniſhed, any 
blaiphemers, common fſwearcrs, drunkards, ridauds, viurers, maliti- 
ous {landercrs, fcolds, or ſowers of dilcord, or any detamed of the faid 
Crimes? 

19. Whether doe any in your pariſh adminiſter the goods of the dead 
*ithout authoritie, or ſuppreſſe their will or Teftament, have any Exe- 
curors neglected to performe their Wills, eſpecially in paying of Lega- 
cies giuen to the church,to the poore,or to any orher charitable,or god- 
iy vies? | ; 

20, Whether doe any retuſe to pay to the reparations, ornaments, 


and orher things required in your church, as they are ceafſed by alawfull 
veſtrie, or any dwelling out of your Pariſh, which hold land in your 


Pariſh ? 
21. Whether hath any perſon ſuſpended or excommunicated, beene 
fuffced co heare divine {eruice, or the Sermon, to receiue the Sacra« 
| ments, 
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ments, to be maried or churched, or haue any Excommunicants beene 
buried in chriſtian buriall ? 

22, Whether haue any in your Pariſh beene chriſtened, churched , 
buried, orreceiued the communion, or been maried our of your church, 
borh parties dwelling in your pariſh ? 

23. Whether haue all women in your pariſh deliuercd of child, come 
at conuenient time after to church to gine thanks , and haue they beene 
churched according to the forme of the Booke of common prayer? 

24. Whethcr hath the preambulation of the circuir of your Pariſh 
beene obſcrued once cuery yeare, if not, whoſe default is it? 

25, Whether haue any in your pariſh given the churchwardens, or 
1demen, or any of them euill words tor doing their dutic, according to 
their oath and conſcience in making preſentment for any fault ? 

Tonching Churchwardeas and Swornemen, 
V VHether doe any in your Pariſh take vpon themto be churchwar- 
den or {fide-man, which is not lawfully choſen by the Miniſter, & 
Pariſhioners according to the canon,or do any continue that office lon- 
ger then one yeare, except they be choſen againe , and aze all tuch Ofh- 
cers choſen yearely in Eaſter wecke ? 

2. Whether doe your churchwardens within one Moneth atthe molt 
after their yeare ended, before the Minitter and Pariſhioners give vp 2 
juſt account of all ſuch money, and other things, as they haue recciuzes 
and beſtowed, haue they delivered all remaining 1 their hands bclon- 
ging to their church or pariſh , by bill intended, ro bee deliuered ro the 
next churchwardens ? | 

?. Whether have the church- wardens with the auvile of inet 
niter, fromtime to time prouided a ſufficient quantitie of fine 
bread and wholeſome wine for the fumber of communicants ? 

4. Whether doe the churchwardens and Swornemcn , before cucric 
Vilitation, and at other times when there is in{t occahon,meete and £0 
terre about their preſentments, and the an{wcring of thete Articles, anc 
who hath ( after notice 2:1zenbimof the time and place) carelelly abc 
tcd himſelte ? : | 

5, Whether the forfeiture of rwelue pence for abſence from church, 
appointed hy ſtatute for the vſe of the poore , be taken and leuied by the 
church-wardens, and employed according tothe ſaid Stanire: and whe- 
ther is the ſame forfeiture taken of all perſons which tand wiltully fut- 


pended or Excommunicated ? 


6, Whether have any churchywardens loſt, fold or detained any y, 
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Ornaments,Bels,Rents,or implements of the Church? | 

7. Whether doe you the Churchwardens and Sideſmen about the 
middeft of Diuine Seruce,vſually walke out of the Church,and ſee who 
are abroad in any alchouſe, orelſewhere abſent, or cuiil employed, and 


ARTICLES. 


bauc you preſented all ſuch to the Ordinaric ? 


8. Whether doc you know, or haue heard a fame of any offence,co- 
mitted, or dutic omitted by any of your Pariſh before your time, and 
herctotorc not preſented to the Ordinaric, or as yer not reformed, and 


hauc you prelſentcd the ſame? 


9. Finally, doc you know of any matter or cauſe which is a breach of 
melawes Eeclcfialticall here not exprefied, and haue you preſented the 
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